JOKE-HA-THON
HOW-TO GUIDE
Between April Fool’s Day and Red Nose Day on May 27, students will use the power of
humor and their own voices to raise money to support children who are most in need in the US
and around the world — and raise some spirits too!
There are millions of children living in poverty, deprived of the basic needs required to
survive and thrive. Even though they're young, your students can support other children just
like them by raising money to help.

Where to Joke-Ha-Thon
Virtually: Students will share their best jokes during a virtual class comedy show, inviting
parents to donate what they can to attend the show.
In School: If you’re lucky enough to be in school together you can have your comedy show in
person; kids and parents will donate to support the cause.
Unable to host a show? This is your chance to be creative and make your own Joke-Ha-Thon!
Some schools shared jokes during morning announcements or made joke books. When it
comes to helping others, anything that can give a good laugh is fair game!

Joke-Ha-Thon Step By Step
1.

Download the all-in-one Toolkit. It includes instructions, a joke-writing lesson by
Scholastic, a list of jokes, decorations, and more at RedNoseDay.org/JokeHaThon

2.

Set up your fundraising page to join the Joke-Ha-Thon team at
Fundraise.RedNoseDay.org/JoinJokeHaThon2021

3.

Have your kids write, memorize and practice their jokes and plan their show

4.

It’s showtime! Your budding comedians will share their jokes in your virtual comedy show,
inviting parents to attend and donate what they can. Or if you’re in school, host your inperson show where kids and parents donate to support the cause.

Red Nose Day in the United States is a Program of Comic Relief USA, a 501(c)(3)nonprofit organization.

HOW TO CREATE
YOUR FUNDRAISING PAGE
1. Join the Team
Go to Fundraise.RedNoseDay.org/JoinJokeHaThon2021 and click on the red “Join Team"
button (it's under the Joke-Ha-Thon logo).
Follow the 4 super easy steps to create your page, set a fundraising goal, select a photo,
and tell us where your school is located.

2. Personalize your fundraiser
Click on the "Manage" button on the top right corner of
your fundraising page — this will open your Dashboard.
Here, you can change your main page story (or
just use the text we've provided), customize email
templates, change your goal, track donations and more.

3. Share!
Share the link to your fundraising page with parents and friends, inviting them to donate!
You can use the email copy provided in your Dashboard or write your own.
Reach more people by sharing your fundraiser on Facebook! The dollars raised on
your fundraising page and on Facebook will automatically be synced, too! You'll find
the instructions on how to post on Facebook in your Dashboard.
Can't find your fundraising page link? You can simply cut and paste the URL from the
navigation bar or find it in the "Details" section on the Dashboard.
Have a question? Email us at: Contact@RedNoseDay.org

JOKE-HA-THON
TOOLKIT
The Toolkit provides lots of resources - pick and choose what works for you!
•

Students can write their own jokes, pick from the Joke List or use an old favorite

•

You can use the Scholastic lesson plan to help students explore joke-writing while building
literacy skills (Grades 2-5)

•

Use the Red Nose Day Facts & Stats and Reading Passages to help your kids understand
how poverty impacts children and how the money they raise will help

•

Have students practice their jokes with each other virtually or in person

•

Use the decorations and virtual backgrounds to spice up your fundraiser

•

Share details about your fundraiser with parents and include a link to your fundraising page
(the toolkit includes email copy that you can customize)

Visit RedNoseDay.org/JokeHaThon to download the full Toolkit
Have a question? Email us at: Contact@RedNoseDay.org

EMAIL &
SOCIAL MEDIA COPY
Email Copy
Customize this copy and send to parents with instructions on how to support your class fundraiser.
Dear Parents,
We know that everyone could use a little laughter right now. Sharing a joke or two can help raise
spirits, but did you know that they can help make a difference for children in need, too?
There are millions of children living in poverty in the US and around the world, and our class
wants to use the power of laughter to help!
That's why we've joined the Red Nose Day Joke-Ha-Thon to raise money to support children
impacted by poverty. We will be writing, memorizing, and performing our jokes in our very own
class comedy show, spreading some much-needed joy while helping others!
Here's how you can support our fundraiser:
• Save the date! Our comedy show will take place on [insert date - include time if virtual]
• Help your child practice their jokes — everyone needs an audience!
• If you're able, donate to support our fundraiser to help children who need it most [insert link to
fundraising page]
Even a small amount can make a world of difference for a child in need:
• $1 can provide nutritious food for a child
• $3 can buy a warm, clean blanket for a young person facing homelessness
• $5 can provide a child with remote or online homework help and mentoring
• $5 can help pay for medical supplies for a doctor’s visit on a mobile clinic
Thank you for helping us end the school year on a happy note with this uplifting and meaningful
project!
Noses On!

Sample Social Media Copy
Did you know that laughter can help others? My students do! They're telling jokes and using
the power of their voices to raise money for @RedNoseDayUSA. The money they raise will
help children living in poverty in the US and around the world. Support us by donating at
[insert link to fundraising page]. #JokeHaThon

HOW TO GET
DIGITAL RED NOSES
To prevent the spread of COVID-19, we are partnering again with Walgreens to make this year’s
Red Nose a digital experience for all to share on social media. That way we can continue to stay
safe and still help the children impacted by this crisis who need us now more than ever.
Starting in April all donations to Red Nose Day will unlock the official digital nose. That means
anyone who donates to your online fundraiser will receive their very own Red Nose. Donors
should check their donation receipt for instructions on how to download their Nose filter.
We encourage parents to post a selfie with their kids to show their support, like the Red Nose
Day fans below!

RED NOSE DAY
FACTS & STATS
Red Nose Day's Impact
•

The money your students raise will help children living in poverty in the US and around the world.

•

Red Nose Day provides grants to a range of nonprofit partners.

•

Half the money raised stays in the US, supporting programs across all 50 states and Puerto Rico

•

The other half supports programs in some of the poorest communities in over 30 countries across
Latin America, Africa, and Asia.

•

Red Nose Day grants support programs that address both the immediate needs of children living in
low-income communities and foster long-term change — to break the cycle of poverty.

•

In its first six years, Red Nose Day has raised more than $240 million and positively impacted the
lives of over 25 million children, and helped to provide:
- Over 42 million meals to hungry American children
- Educational support for over 2.1 million children
- Care for over 130,000 homeless children
- Increased access to basic health services for 23 million children
- Life-saving vaccines provided to over 11 million children

Even Small Donations Can Make a Big Difference
•

$1 can help provide at least 10 meals for kids and families

•

$3 can buy a warm, clean, comforting blanket for a young person facing homelessness who is
coming in from the cold

•

$4 can buy a mosquito net to protect a mother and her baby from contracting life-threatening malaria
while they sleep

•

$4 can ensure water quality monitoring for 30 school children (internationally)

•

$5 can provide a child in need with remote or online homework help and mentoring

•

$5 can help pay for medical supplies for a doctor’s visit on a mobile clinic

•

$5 can provide a nutritious breakfast and lunch for a child who usually relies on school for food

•

$20 can fill a refugee child’s backpack with school supplies, helping them succeed in the classroom

•

$20 can provide storybooks and colorful, fun learning materials for a preschool classroom to foster
children’s literacy and social-emotional development

•

$25 can provide formula for an infant for one week

•

$50 can provide technology resources (like WiFi hot spots and tablets) for a preschooler and their
family living in poverty to participate in distanced learning

To learn more about how Red Nose Day helps visit RedNoseDay.org/Impact

Key Facts About Child Poverty
• In the US, almost 11 million children – nearly 1 in 7 – live in families with incomes below the
federal poverty threshold.
• Globally, about 1 billion children are multi-dimensionally poor and deprived of one or more
basic needs, e.g., food, shelter, safe drinking water, sanitation, basic medical care or
education.
• Globally, about 265 million children and adolescents do not have the opportunity to enter or
complete school.
About Red Nose Day
• Red Nose Day is a year-round campaign with the mission to end child poverty.
• Through the power of entertainment, Red Nose Day raises money and awareness to ensure
children are safe, healthy, educated and empowered in the US and around the world.
• In its first six years, Red Nose Day has raised more than $240 million and positively impacted
the lives of over 25 million children.
• Money raised support programs that ensure children facing the toughest of circumstances are
safe, healthy, educated, and empowered.
• The iconic Red Nose is the symbol for Red Nose Day around the world. It’s simple and
universal— wearing a Red Nose is fun and playful and helps break through barriers and create
special connections for people to come together.
• Red Nose Day in the United States is a program of Comic Relief US, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization.
• To learn more, visit RedNoseDay.org

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS
GRADES 2–5

SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

LESSON 4

Literacy, Empathy, and Humor

Harness the power of humor to build students’ literacy skills while
exploring how comedy and creativity can make a difference.
Objective
Students will use
multiple-meaning
words and figurative
language to write
and deliver jokes for
a cause. They will
also read and speak
expressively.

© 2020 Red Nose Day in the United States is a program of Comic Relief USA, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Time
40 minutes
Materials
• Make a Difference
With Comedy activity
sheet
• Joke list or joke
books (see step 2)
• Videos (optional) and
reading passages
about child poverty at
rednoseday.org/
videos
rednoseday.org/read

REMOTE VERSION
Get a step-by-step
student version in
Google Doc form at
RedNoseDayin
School.org.

1

Invite students to share what
makes them laugh. Explain that
many jokes contain:
• p
 uns jokes based on multiplemeaning words (like run) or
words that sound the same
(like I and eye)
• hyperbole an exaggeration

2

Direct students to search for
puns and hyperbole in kids’ jokes.

Use the joke list, books from your
library, or choose from the following:
• 1 01 Math Jokes by Erin
O’Connor
• 101 School Jokes by Katy Hall
• U
 nited Jokes of America by Alan
Katz and Caissie St. Onge

3

Show that every joke has a setup
and a punch line.
• S
 etup: Why was six afraid
of seven?
• P
 unch line: Because seven eight
nine!
Ask students where the pun is.
(Answer: The number eight and the
word ate sound the same.)

4

Have students identify the setup
and the punch line in their favorite
jokes from step 2. Do their jokes
contain any puns or hyperbole? (For
advanced kids, ask: If not, what other
aspects of humor can they identify?)

5

Model telling a joke without
expression, then with expression.
Have students practice delivering
their favorite joke aloud to a partner.

6

Hand out the activity sheet. Have
students write their own jokes.

Applying Writing and Speaking Skills
Humor is lots of fun, but it is also
a tool that people can use to help
others. Tell students they will use the
power of their own voices—the writing
and speaking skills they work hard to
develop in school—to help children in
need by participating in the Red Nose
Day Joke-Ha-Thon. Share the videos
and stories about child poverty to start
the conversation and inspire them to
get involved. Discuss the end of the
activity sheet.

Kids Helping Kids: The Red Nose Day Joke-Ha-Thon
Join the Red Nose Day Joke-Ha-Thon for a fun, easy, and meaningful classroom or virtual experience
that your students will never forget!
From April Fool’s Day through Red Nose Day on May 27, students across the country will tell their best
jokes within their classrooms, schools, and communities to spread some much-needed joy and raise
some life-changing cash. To get started visit RedNoseDay.org/JokeHaThon for free start-to-finish
resources to create your fundraiser. Then (time for a math connection!), fundraise to help children living in poverty
in the US and around the world. Every penny counts!

IN SCHOOL

SPONSORED

ACTIVITY

Name

Make a Difference With Comedy
Plan out your own jokes, then answer the question about why you want
to use jokes and comedy to help others.

1. Jot Down Ideas

Types of Jokes
• Puns
• Hyperbole
• Silly situations
• Knock-knock
• (Add any others
you can think of!)

2. Write Your Own Joke(s)

Joke Tip
• Try “backwards
planning”: Identify
your pun or punch
line—then think
of a situation that
could end that way.

Make a Difference!
When you tell your jokes, you have people’s attention. You can use that time to talk
about other issues that are important to you, like helping other kids just like you.
What facts about child poverty do you want your audience to know?

JOKE LIST
Borrow One of These or Write Your Own!
How many tickles does it take to make a squid laugh?
Ten-tickles!
What do you call a nosy pepper?
Jalapeño Business.
Why did the carpenter go to the beauty salon?
He needed his nails done!
Where do roses sleep at night?
In their flowerbed!
Why are eyeshadow, lipstick and mascara never mad
at each other?
Because they always make-up!
Why was the shoe bad at gymnastics?
She was a flip-flop!
Which band never turns left or right?
One Direction!
What do ponies do when they fall in love?
They get mare-eeed!

What should you do if you bite off more than you can chew?
Spit it out!
Why wouldn’t the hermit crab give the mollusk a ride in his shell?
Because he didn’t want to pull a mussel!
How do you cut a wave in half?
Use a sea saw.
Why did the genie get mad?
Because he was rubbed the wrong way!
What flower is the best kisser?
Tulips!
What is a good time to go to the dentist?
Tooth-Hurty
What did the balloon say to the pin?
Hi, Buster!
What do aliens like in their hot chocolate?
Martian-mallows.
What did one volcano say to the other volcano?
I lava you.
Where do horses live?
In neigh-borhoods

Why did the lawyer show up in his underwear?
He forgot his lawsuit!
How do trees get onto the Internet?
They log on!
How does the ocean say hello?
It waves.
What do ghosts use to wash their hair?
Sham-BOO!
Why can’t your nose be 12 inches long?
Then it would be a foot.
What did the left eye say to the right eye?
Between you and me, something smells!
Why can’t you tell a joke standing on ice?
Because it might crack up!
If seagulls fly over the sea, what flies over the bay?
Bagels.
What day do chickens hate most?
Fry-days!
What do you call a bear with no teeth?
A gummy bear.

What do you give a lemon in distress?
Lemonade!
What does a weiner dog say when he crosses the finish line?
I’m a weiner!
What do you call a bee that’s having a bad hair day?
A Frisbee.
What’s a ballerina’s favorite type of bread?
A bun!
What is the corn’s favorite music?
Pop!
What time of year do people get injured the most?
In the Fall!
Why was the politician out of breath?
He was running for office!
What is rain’s favorite accessory?
A rainbow!
Why can’t Monday lift Saturday?
It’s a weak day!
Why did the quarterback take the hardest classes?
Because he knew he would pass!

JOKE LIST
Borrow One of These or Write Your Own!
How many tickles does it take to make a squid laugh?
Ten-tickles!
What do you call a nosy pepper?
Jalapeño Business.
Why did the carpenter go to the beauty salon?
He needed his nails done!
Where do roses sleep at night?
In their flowerbed!
Why are eyeshadow, lipstick and mascara never mad
at each other?
Because they always make-up!
Why was the shoe bad at gymnastics?
She was a flip-flop!
Which band never turns left or right?
One Direction!
What do ponies do when they fall in love?
They get mare-eeed!

What should you do if you bite off more than you can chew?
Spit it out!
Why wouldn’t the hermit crab give the mollusk a ride in his shell?
Because he didn’t want to pull a mussel!
How do you cut a wave in half?
Use a sea saw.
Why did the genie get mad?
Because he was rubbed the wrong way!
What flower is the best kisser?
Tulips!
What is a good time to go to the dentist?
Tooth-Hurty
What did the balloon say to the pin?
Hi, Buster!
What do aliens like in their hot chocolate?
Martian-mallows.
What did one volcano say to the other volcano?
I lava you.
Where do horses live?
In neigh-borhoods

Why did the lawyer show up in his underwear?
He forgot his lawsuit!
How do trees get onto the Internet?
They log on!
How does the ocean say hello?
It waves.
What do ghosts use to wash their hair?
Sham-BOO!
Why can’t your nose be 12 inches long?
Then it would be a foot.
What did the left eye say to the right eye?
Between you and me, something smells!
Why can’t you tell a joke standing on ice?
Because it might crack up!
If seagulls fly over the sea, what flies over the bay?
Bagels.
What day do chickens hate most?
Fry-days!
What do you call a bear with no teeth?
A gummy bear.

What do you give a lemon in distress?
Lemonade!
What does a weiner dog say when he crosses the finish line?
I’m a weiner!
What do you call a bee that’s having a bad hair day?
A Frisbee.
What’s a ballerina’s favorite type of bread?
A bun!
What is the corn’s favorite music?
Pop!
What time of year do people get injured the most?
In the Fall!
Why was the politician out of breath?
He was running for office!
What is rain’s favorite accessory?
A rainbow!
Why can’t Monday lift Saturday?
It’s a weak day!
Why did the quarterback take the hardest classes?
Because he knew he would pass!

READING PASSAGE

Clean Water
in Nepal

When people have clean water, they are healthier.

W

hat would life be like if you didn’t
have clean water to drink? Thirteenyear-old Manita* knows—and she’s seen
how clean water makes life better.
Manita lives in the village of Ambote in
Nepal. A few years ago, before they had
clean water, life was very different. Families
had to get water from streams high up in
the mountains. But climbing there was
really hard. Carrying the heavy water was a
lot of work. Even worse, the water outside
wasn’t protected from germs. Almost
everyone in the community got sick often,
just from drinking the water!
In fact, 700 people had to go to the local
health clinic each month in 2010. But not
anymore. Today, only about 65 people visit
the health clinic each month—a huge
difference. How did this happen? Ordinary
people around the world raised money to
build a new water system!
Here’s how the new water system works.
Giant pipes capture the natural spring water
high up on the mountain. Gravity pushes
the water down to faucet stands located
throughout the community.
Instead of having to climb and search for
water to carry home, now families can turn
on a faucet right next to their homes. And

because the water is protected from germs,
the health of the community has been
transformed for the better.
“Before the water project came in, we had
more sick people in the village,” Manita
shared.
For kids like Manita, better health means
being able to go to school. Now she can
study math, science, English, and Nepali
with other 9th graders. That means Manita
can dream bigger!
“I want to be a scientist,” Manita declared. “I
want to make medicines to cure the ill.”
With clean water and an education, Manita
can work on keeping her community
healthy for years to come!
* Name has been changed to protect privacy.

READING PASSAGE

Hunger in
Missouri

Filling backpacks and hungry tummies

O

ne in six American children aren’t sure
where they will find their next meal.
Kitiana, a 10-year-old from Springfield,
Missouri, is one of the children who face
hunger.
“When I was really young, I walked in the
kitchen thinking, ‘What’s for breakfast?’ But
there was nothing in the cabinets, and I
thought, ‘Oh no,’” remembers Kitiana. “My
mother caught me digging in the cabinets
and said, ‘Sorry, we can’t have anything
for breakfast, lunch, or dinner today.’ So
we just snacked a little. It made me feel so
hungry. It felt pretty bad.”
Now Kitiana and her brother, Thomas, a
first-grader, live with their grandma. Their
grandmother used to work, but had to stop
after adopting her grandchildren. Kitiana
and her brother take food home every
week through the BackPack Program.
The BackPack Program provides hungry
children with backpacks full of nutritious
and easy-to-prepare food on Friday
afternoons so they have food to eat
throughout the weekend. During the week,
children can get food at school.
The BackPack Program is one way that
local food banks are helping to keep
children safe from hunger. A food bank

is an organization that gives free food to
people who need it.
“My favorite thing in the backpack is the
spaghetti and chocolate milk,” Kitiana says.
“It makes me feel fantastic to bring the
backpack home!”
Kitiana explains that because her
grandmother sometimes gets sick and
can’t cook a lot of food, she has the
children grab something from their
backpacks to help when they’re hungry.
“I’m glad the BackPack Program is here,
because we have enough now, but one
day we could run out of money and run
out of food, but at least we’ll have things
from our bags.”

READING PASSAGE

A Path to Education
in Bhutan
Education creates possibilities for the future.

E

very morning, when Pema* was four,
he would walk through fields of rice
and corn in the country of Bhutan.
But unlike the rest of his family, Pema
would keep going—past the fields that his
relatives worked for generations. After 15
minutes climbing the foothills of the
Himalayan mountains, he’d reach his
destination: an old building that has been
turned into a preschool.
Pema’s district is one of the poorest in the
country. It’s also remote, which means it’s
far away from where other people live, so
it’s difficult to connect children to schools.
Many children fall behind in reading,
writing, and math before finishing first
grade.
To help, organizations trained preschool
teachers throughout Bhutan to help
children like Pema learn and stretch their
imaginations.
“I like all the learning corners,” Pema said
about his preschool. His favorite corner was
pretend play. There, he could pretend to be
a farmer like his parents, shop at the
market, work at the local health center, or
cook a Bhutanese meal.

“Before the training, pretend play here was
playing with dolls,” the teacher explained.
“Now we include community elements, like
the farming tools. The children take interest
because they have seen their parents using
these and doing this.”
But there’s nothing imaginary about the
skills Pema developed. His mother, Jamba,
said, “Compared to his siblings, Pema is
starting much earlier. He knows his ABCs
and is starting to read.” This was important
preparation for elementary school.
Although Jamba is unable to read or write,
she knows that once a path for education is
created, the possibilities are endless.
* Name has been changed to protect privacy.

Virtual Backgrounds
To download and share the backgrounds right click on the image and select "Save
As", and save somewhere convenient on your computer (alternatively you can take
and save a screen shot). Then share with students so they can upload and use as
virtual backgrounds. If your kids are tech-savvy, you can send them these pages and
they can do the rest! :)

Joke Cards
Encourage students to write their jokes on these joke cards. You can then snap a
photo of them holding up their joke and post it on social media. They can also be used
as decorations.
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Decorations

The following elements can be cut out and strung together to decorate your real or virtual classroom for your JokeHa-Thon.
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For A Child In Need
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Help Children In Need
Stay Safe, Healthy
And Educated.
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